The loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta Georgia. Four turtles migrated north of the nesting beach, of which three moved to coastal waters of mid Atlantic is listed as threatened with extinction on the US Endangered Species Act. Those loggerhead turtles that states (total distances of 157-1,458 km). ECorts to reduce mortality of northern subpopulations of loggerhead nest on US beaches from North Carolina to north-east Florida are a genetically distinct subpopulation. This turtles need to focus on identifying and reducing threats in north-east US waters. subpopulation is small, and may be declining. To obtain information about the migratory pathways of these turtles we tracked post-nesting movements of five females
The loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta is categorized are genetically similar to one another (northern subpopulation), but genetically distinct from loggerhead as Endangered on the 2000 IUCN Red List (Hilton-Taylor, 2000) , and listed as threatened on the US Endangered turtles nesting in south Florida (south Florida subpopulation), and north-west Florida (north-west Florida Species Act. The assemblage of loggerhead turtles that nests on beaches along the eastern seaboard of the USA subpopulation). The implications of the findings of Encalada et al. (1998) are important for the management is the largest in the western Atlantic and second largest in the world (Dodd, 1988) . Nesting occurs in the southof these turtles. The northern subpopulation of loggerhead turtles is small and may be declining (Turtle Expert east, mostly from North Carolina to Florida, with the densest concentration in Florida. Tagging studies indicate Working Group, 2000) , and so measures to reduce mortality are urgently needed. Although numerous that most loggerhead turtles return to the same (Bjorndal et al., 1983) or adjacent beaches (Bell & Richardson, 1978) human activities threaten loggerhead turtles (Lutcavage et al., 1996) , determining the relative impacts of these to nest in successive breeding seasons. These studies also indicate that loggerhead turtles nesting on Georgia threats on the various subpopulations is diBcult because we know little about the migratory pathways of the and South Carolina beaches migrate north along the east coast at the end of the nesting season (Bell & turtles and thus the particular threats to which they may be exposed. Richardson, 1978) , while most loggerhead turtles nesting on Florida beaches migrate south to the Gulf of Mexico
We studied the post-nesting movements of loggerhead turtles of the northern subpopulation to document their and Caribbean Sea (Caldwell et al., 1959; Meylan, 1982; Meylan et al., 1983 et al., 1998) . Loggerhead turtles nesting in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and north-east Florida detailed in Plotkin (1998). When transmitters were 'on' and a turtle was at or near the surface, the transmitter sent a signal to a satellite. Argos, Inc. Data and Collection
We received transmissions from all turtles for 4-5 months after their release (Table 1) , but the transmitters migrated north after the nesting season and one migrated south (Fig. 1) . 
P.T. Plotkin and J.R. Spotila
The post-nesting movements of the loggerhead turtles Species Act as endangered rather than threatened, it would be easier to restrict fisheries that aCect this tracked from Georgia indicated that important migratory pathways exist north of the nesting beach. Our findsubpopulation. However, we urge the NMFS to continue treating loggerhead turtle subpopulations as a single ings support data from mark-recapture studies (Bell & Richardson, 1978; Meylan et al., 1983) et al., 1959; Meylan, 1982; Meylan et al., 1983) , and this overlap is consistent with genetic studies that indicate this manuscript. that common haplotypes are shared between the two subpopulations (Encalada et al., 1998) . In other words, whilst they are genetically distinct and tend to have loggerhead turtles were listed under the US Endangered
